Study 2
The Stewardship of Sacrifice (Offerings)
Study I 
- The Stewardship of Service
Study II
- The Stewardship of Sacrifice (Offerings) or Giving
Intro.:  In Service, we serve because God Graciously Gives us the Privilege of being His Partners.

I Cor. 3:9

 In Sacrifice (Giving), do not treat God as a Charity. We need to give not in Part but in Person!
II Cor. 8:5


We give, not because He has need, but to acknowledge: all that we are and have are His Possession.


· If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.
Psa. 50:12
· For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.

Psa. 50:10
· The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.

Hag. 2:8
· Thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee…thou art mine.
Isa. 43:1
Consider therefore God’s Charge of robbery against His people in the days of Malachi when they abstained from giving.
A. The Sacrilege in Malachi
Mal. 3:8-12
1. The Charge:
Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
Mal.  3:8

· Israel’s 
Folly – Will a man rob God? Yet God’s people did in their Tithes and Offerings to Him.
· Israel’s 
Failure – earlier they Profaned the Offerings; now they Pilfered them. 

1:7-14; 3:8-12

First it was the Quality of the Sacrifices; now it was the Quantity of the Offerings.

a. The Dialogue.
v. 8 is the answer to the question in v. 7

i. The Inquiry 

- Wherein shall we return?
Mal. 3:7
ii. The Interrogation 

- Will a man rob God?
3:8a
iii. The Impossibility?   
- Yet YE have robbed ME.
3:8b

iv. The Insolence!
- Wherein have we robbed Thee? - Absconding or Abstaining? 
3:8c

v. The Indignation.
- In tithes and offerings.
3:8d

b. The Defrauding (what they had been doing until then):
i. Saying (vowing) Something, and yet Sacrificing some other thing.
1:14a
ii. "Lipping" the Covenant of Levi, and yet not Living up to it.
2:8

iii. Promised to Jehovah and yet Predisposed to adultery.
2:11

iv. Observing the Letter of the Law and yet not Obeying its Spirit.
2:13

There was no Presentation of Self as a living Sacrifice – a Prerequisite of Service and Sacrifice (Giving)

2. The Confirmation.
In tithes and offerings
Mal.  3:8b

a. In Tithes: God was the real Owner of everything in the universe and all that they were and "had".  



Exo. 13:2; 19:5; 34:19; Lev. 25:23; Psa. 50:10, 12; Eze. 29:3, 9; Hag. 2:8;

i. It was the Practice even before the Law.

Cf. Gen. 28:22

Of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely give the tenth unto thee.           


ii. It was Prescribed in the Law.
· Tithes of the Land and herds/flocks belonged to the Lord’s.

Lev. 27:30-33
· Tithes were the Inheritance of the Levites.

Num. 18:21-32

· Tithes would Include all the Increase in the Land, etc.

Deut. 14:22-27

· Tithes of the Increase for the third year to be shared with the Landless, fatherless, etc. 
14:28, 29
b. In Offerings: God Who claimed and had made them His people was worthy of receiving gifts.  II Chr. 29:31
Hezekiah…said, Now ye have consecrated yourselves unto the LORD, come near and 
bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the house of the LORD.  And the congregation 
brought in sacrifices and thank offerings; and as many as were of a free heart burnt offerings.
3. The Curse.
ye are cursed with a curse
Mal.  3:9

a. It was the Last Resort.

i. God's Instruction Rejected.
Cp. 2:2

ii. God's Intention Related: 
Blessing, not Blight.
Deut. 28:1-14 cp. vv. 15-48



Benediction, not Malediction
Isa. 55:2; Hag. 1:6, 7

b. It was a Necessary Retribution because of... 
3:9 cf. v. 11; Deut. 28:38-40

i. The Ongoing Reckoning:
Ye are cursed with a curse:

ii. The Outrageous Robbery
robbed Me
iii. The Open Rebellion
even this whole nation
4. The Challenge.
Bring all... and test Me now
Mal. 3:10-12 cf. Deut. 11:13-15
a. Bring – A Call ...  
i) to Obey;




ii) to Offer all;




iii) to Observe   - test Me now    

3:10
· The storehouse – “Treasuries” in the Temple for keeping Tithed grain. 
· That there may be Meat in mine house – the Ministries in the house of God.
b. The Blessing -  "open windows of heaven" cf. “throw open the floodgates of heaven”, NIV
i. Abiding Blessing Promised.
Cf. Psa. 72:5

ii. Added Blessing… And all nations shall call you blessed.
vv. 11, 12 cf. Zech. 8:11-14

· Present: this whole nation cursed.
Mal. 3:9

· Prospect: all nations shall call you blessed:
Mal. 3:12

B. The Sacrifice of the Macedonian Churches.
Just as Paul made his Appeal for Service unto the Lord based on the Sacrifice of Self in appreciation of the Mercies of the God (Rom. 12:1), he also was thankful to the Lord that when the Churches in Macedonia readily and liberally gave to the poor in Jerusalem, they first gave of themselves to the Lord.
II Cor. 8:1-5
Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;

Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.
Giving was God’s Grace bestowed on the Macedonian Christians just as
{II Cor. 8:5


the Gifts of God are the Manifold Grace of God given to the Members of the Body of Christ.
{cf. II Pet. 4:10

Consider the Manner the Christians in the Churches of Macedonia gave. They gave… 

1. Knowing their Priority – they were willing of themselves…first gave their own selves to the Lord, 


and unto us by the will of God.
They were thankful to God for His Grace and His Will that made them Willing to give…

a. To the Saints of God – their Peers in Poverty in Jerusalem.

b. To the Servants of God – their Fellowship with them in their ministry (unto us), e.g. Paul.
cf. Phil. 2:25; 4:14-18

i. It was a Prayer Fellowship – ye did communicate with my affliction.
Phil. 4:14
ii. It was a Practical Fellowship – no church communicated with me as concerning 
Phil. 4:15


giving and receiving, but ye only.
iii. It was a Personal Fellowship – you sent me help for my needs more than once.
Phil. 4:16
iv. It was a Profitable Fellowship for them – 
Phil. 4:17

Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit that accumulates to your account.

v. It was a Well-Pleasing act of Worship, a Sacrifice of a Sweet Savour unto God. 
Phil. 1:18, NRSV

The gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.


2. Out of their extreme Pauperism and Penury – during a severe ordeal of affliction…and…extreme poverty (NRSV)

Literally, their pauperism to the depth; their abysmal penury
3. With Simplicity and Singleness of heart – abounded unto the riches of their liberality.
Cf. Eph. 6:5
Of their liberality: rather, of their singleness of purpose or simplicity. 

The “grace” and single-heartedness showed themselves in liberality
4. With Sincerity and Entreaty – 
for to their power… and beyond their power…Praying us with much entreaty 

“begging us for the grace of participation in this ministration to the saints.”
5. With Liberality and Generosity – the abundance of their joy… abounded unto the riches of their liberality.

Joy overflowed their affliction, and their liberality overflowed their poverty!

C. The Sacrifice to the Lord’s Ministries – That there may be Meat in mine house.
Cf. 3:10
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people
but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.
II Cor. 9:12, NIV

1. Giving to God’s Servants – The Levites and the Lord’s Servants compared.
	
	The Levites
	Ref.
	The Labourers of the Lord
	Ref.

	a.
	No Part in earthly Inheritance.
	Num. 18:24; Dt. 18:1
	Forsake all to Follow the Master.
	Mt. 16:24; Mk. 8:34, 35; Lk. 9:23

	b. 
	The Person of the Lord is their Inheritance.
	Dt. 18:2
	The Lord is their Provider, Protector and Present Companion.
	Mt. 28:20b

	c. 
	The Priesthood of the Lord is their inheritance.
	Josh 18:7a
	The Commission of the Lord is their Command.
	Mt. 28:19, 20a

	d. 
	The People of the Lord gave a Tithe of their inheritance to the Levites.
	Josh. 21:3
	The Lord’s People are His Channel to Communicate with His servants.
	I Cor. 9:9-11

	e. 
	The Priests to receive a tithe of the best from the Levites’ tithes. 
	Num. 18:26-32
	They which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.
	I Cor. 9:13-14


2. Guidelines to Giving:

a. Give Privately.

Mat 6:1-4



Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: 



otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.
b. Give…


I Cor. 16:2

i. Periodically regularly.
Upon the first day of the week
ii. Purposefully.

let every one of you lay by him in store… 


that there be no gatherings when I come.


Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give.
II Cor. 9:7
iii. Proportionately
 
as God hath prospered him


it is accepted according to that a man hath,


 and not according to that he hath not.

II Cor. 8:12
iv. Promptly and Cheerfully
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver
II Cor. 9:7


Cheerful is hilaros, propitious or merry ("hilarious"), i.e. prompt or willing.

c. The Giving Principle:  
He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly;

2 Cor 9:6


and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.
Conclusion:
Mal 3:10; Acts 20:35
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
I have showed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember 
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.
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